CHAPTER IV

THE 1922 DECLARATION

(January-February, 1922)

Content you, gentlemen, P1I compound tils strife.
SHAKESPEARE, The Tuning of the

THE   announcement   made   by   His   Majesty's
Government on February 28, 1922, by which the
Protectorate was abolished and Egypt declared
an independent Sovereign State, is a notable landmark in
the relations between Britain and Egypt, and is Allenby's
principal contribution to political history.   His action
has been much criticized, misunderstood, and misrepre-
sented, so that a somewhat full account of his doings and
his motives during December 1921 and the first two
months of 1922 is an essential part of his biography.
Allenby had during 1921 repeatedly warned the
Government to be prepared for a failure of the nego-
tiations with Adiy and to have a policy ready to announce
if the plan for a treaty broke down. He had made no
secret of his own view that the policy should include the
abolition of the Protectorate, Now, however, he was
left, after two years of bargaining, with an impracticable
policy, no Ministry, and a complete stoppage of the
administrative machinery of Egypt. Co-operation with
the Egyptians, on which basis British rule had rested
during and since the days of Lord Cromer, had come to
an end. Allenby determined that the time had come to
compel the Government to recognize the true facts of
the position,
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